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Tribal Leaders, Navajo Technical University, San Juan College and PNM honor 
Student scholarship recipients 

 

Students funded through $1 million PNM commitment 
 

(Crownpoint and Farmington, New Mexico) – Speaker LoRenzo Bates, 23rd Navajo Nation Council, 
Navajo Technical University President Dr. Elmer Guy, San Juan College President Dr. Toni Hopper 
Pendergrass and PNM Senior Vice President of Public Policy Ron Darnell recognized and honored this 
year’s scholarship recipients of the PNM Navajo Nation Workforce Training Initiative. Combining both 
schools for the current academic year, 114 scholarships were awarded, 32 Navajo students will 
complete certificates, 23 will graduate with associate degrees and five will complete their bachelor’s 
degree. 
 
“Education opens doors and improves the lives of families. It can lift individuals into rewarding careers, 
which benefits communities and helps make the world a better place,” said Ron Darnell, Senior Vice 
President of Public Policy, PNM. “Helping lay the foundation for a stronger New Mexico and Navajo 
Nation economy is important to us at PNM.” 
 
The PNM Navajo Nation Workforce Training Initiative was established in 2013. PNM and the Navajo 
Nation joined forces with Navajo Technical University in Crownpoint and San Juan College in Farmington 
to develop and administer the program. PNM is contributing $1 million, distributed $200,000 annually 
over five years to Navajo student scholarship recipients. San Juan College receives $114,000; Navajo 
Technical University $77,000; and PNM American Indian Engineering Summer Intern Program $10,000. 
This program also minimizes the economic impact of complying with federal visibility standards that will 
result in the closure of two of the four units at San Juan Generating Station in 2017. To date, 371 
scholarships have been awarded to Navajo students through the program, 81 have completed 
certificates, 55 have completed associate degrees and 10 have completed bachelor degrees. 
 
“The students graduating today represent the future of energy for the Navajo Nation and the state of 
New Mexico. Three years ago, PNM approached the Navajo Nation with a great initiative to partner with 
regional colleges – San Juan College and Navajo Technical University – to prepare students for exciting 
careers in the energy industry,” said Navajo Nation Council Speaker Bates. “I want to thank our partners 
at PNM and San Juan Generating Station for standing by the Navajo Nation and assisting our Navajo 
students for jobs that will benefit our economic future.” 
 
The program is designed to ensure that New Mexico and the Four Corners area have the trained 
workforce needed for existing and emerging jobs, and that members of the Navajo Nation are well 
trained to fill these positions. The PNM Navajo Nation Workforce Training Initiative is in the third year of 
a five year commitment. The program is designed to help students each semester and awards are for 
every semester. 



 

Students from Navajo Technical University were honored at a recognition luncheon April 27, at the 
school’s Wellness Center in Crownpoint, New Mexico on the Navajo Nation Reservation. Navajo 
Technical University students have benefited with approximately $231 thousand in scholarship money. 

 
Since the program’s inception, PNM has awarded 163 scholarships at Navajo Technical University. 
Eighteen students have earned certificates, 12 students have earned their associate degrees and 10 
have graduated with their bachelor degrees. 
 
Gerald R. Henry, a PNM scholarship recipient, is the first graduate from Navajo Technical University to 
receive a B.S. in Electrical Engineering. Fayetta Clawson, another PNM scholarship recipient, is the first 
graduate from Navajo Technical University to receive a B.S. in Industrial Engineering from the school. 
 
“The partnership with PNM delivers much needed financial assistance to Navajo Technical University 
students who might not otherwise be able to attend class,” said Dr. Elmer Guy, President of Navajo 
Technical University. “The program promotes their success and encourages them in their future 
careers.” 
 
Students from San Juan College were also honored at a recognition reception at the School of Energy in 
Farmington, New Mexico. San Juan College students have benefited with approximately $342 thousand 
in scholarship money. 
 
Since the program’s inception, PNM has awarded 208 scholarships at San Juan College. Sixty-three 
students have received certificates and 43 students have earned their associate degrees. 
 
"San Juan College is proud of the long standing partnership with PNM," said Dr. Toni Hopper 
Pendergrass, president of San Juan College. "Since 1973, PNM has supported our students, staff and 
programs. PNM's generosity has changed the lives of countless students and has contributed to a well 
trained workforce for our local businesses. From bricks and mortar to curriculum development and 
scholarships, PNM has been a part of our success every step of the way." 
 
At the two events each student received a PNM portable universal cellphone/computer charger and 
graduating students were presented with a Pendleton scarf embroidered with their school’s name and a 
PNM logo. 
 
Students at both events talked about how the scholarships helped them in their academic efforts. 
 
“The funding from the PNM Navajo Nation Workforce Training Initiative is what has kept me going,” said 
Sandoval Begay, a student from Navajo Technical University who is earning a bachelor’s degree in 
industrial engineering. 
 
“It really helps. You know this is $2,000 a year for school and that large amount of money really helps,” 
said Nathan Garnenez, a student from San Juan College. “I’m trying to earn a bachelor’s degree in 
business and hope to have the PNM scholarship to meet my future goals.” 
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Side bar scholarship recipients: 

Navajo Technical University San Juan College 

Clifford Allen 
Randall B. Allen 
Archie Becenti, Jr. 
Tyrus Charley 
Syosette T. DeVore 
Daniel S. Manuelito 
Andrew Wauneka 
Zachariah T.D. Woody 
Jayvion S. Chee 
Nicholas J. Clark 
Homer B. Keith 
Fayetta Clawson 
Ricknell Delgarito 
Gerald R. Henry 
Alexandre J. Perry 
Ryanson T. Begay 
Miles J. Charley 
Ronald K. Charley 
Geoffrey Harrison 
Soshane G. Kee 
Nathaniel Murphy 
Wacey C. Tsosie 
Patrick R. Williams, Jr. 
Angelo Woody 
Michelle K. Becenti 
Ambrose Jackson 
Jeremy Begay 
Lacey C. Begay 
Sandoval Begay 
Teverrick V. Chee 
Homer B. Keith 
Anfernee E. Kirk 
Derrick Lee 
Leroy Muskett 
Adriane A. Tenequer 
Aaron L. Tsosie 
Zachariah T. Whitesinger 
Dexter D. Yazzie 
 

Coral Aguirre 
Kaycee Allen 
Ryan Antonio 
Keon Aspaas  
Ryan Atcitty 
Amery Atene 
Harold Barber 
Sam Beetso 
Dallas Begay 
Julius Begay 
Ermalinda Begaye 
Darrell Begaye 
Gale Benally 
Gerald Benally  
Trevor Benally 
Quentin Benich 
Carlina Betselie 
Stephen Billison 
Colin Bizardi 
Nathan Blackwater 
Troy Brown 
Harrison Clark 
Albervin Conn 
Ernest Dan 
Tyrell Davis 
Chad Dixon 
Andrew Eaton 
Malachi Fergel 
Melakia Garcia 
Gerald Garnenez 
Nathan Garnenez 
Kayla Growler 
Jarvis Henry 
Sheldon Howard 
Diane Howe  
Basil Hubbell 
Brian Johnson 
Stanford Johnson 
Vince Johnson 
Max Kellywood  
Brian Lee 
Arnalda Lewis 
Brendan Livingston 
Gary Martin 

Zachery McCurtain 
Marshall McThomas 
Larry Morgan  
Julian Moses 
Reid Naize 
Chiashonya Nelson 
Kelly Nelson 
Zachary Nelson 
Shawna Nez 
Travis Parker 
Dionne Paul  
Mikael Peina 
Gerald Peters 
Shandie Pioche 
Carlos Redhouse 
Dora Sam 
Jerrick Sandoval 
Julius Sandoval 
Ronaldo Scott 
Norman Secatero 
Cornelius Shorthair 
Dennis Stevens 
Alondo Talamante 
Delton Thomas 
Langston Thompson 
Patdric Toehe 
Cody Toledo 
Malcolm Toledo 
Deborah Tso 
Colin Tsosie 
Jeremiah Tsosie 
Landon Tsosie 
Schad Tsosie 
Anthony Wagon 
Kim Watchman 
Nicholas Wheeler 
Calvin Williams 
Alex Willie  
Collins Woody 
Davin Yazzie 
Dennison Yazzie 
Jermaine Yazzie 
Marcus Yazzie 
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Students honored at Navajo Technical University receiving the PNM Navajo Nation Workforce Training Scholarship. 

 

 
Students honored at San Juan College receiving the PNM Navajo Nation Workforce Training Scholarship. 
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With headquarters in Albuquerque, PNM is the largest electricity provider in New Mexico, serving 500,000 

customers in dozens of communities across the state. PNM is a subsidiary of PNM Resources, an energy holding 

company also headquartered in Albuquerque. For more information, visit PNM.com. 


